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MARY  STROYAN  (retired). 

I'ATHLEEN  CANDLISH. 

MARY  A.  MIT R HEAD. 


To  the  Board  of  Health  for  Scotland  and  the  County  Council 

of  Dumfriesshire. 

Gentlemen, 

I submit  herewith  the  Thirty-fifth  Report  upon  the 
Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  County  during  192.3. 


During  the  whole  of  the  year  under  review  the  late 
Dr  J.  Maxwell  Ross  was  still  County  Medical  Officer.  He 
retired  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  his  death  shortly  after 
deprived  the  County  of  his  services,  as  Consultant  Medical 
Office]1,  to  which  post  he  had  been  Appointed.  • 

Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
u,  ■lirt  2d16l  With'fhndiha  !ft’6rn 

of  1923,  and  Mr  John  W.  Haw1ey7B.Sc.,  F.I 

appointed  to  , :WellcQma, Library 


the 

C:. 


aid 


wa  s 


The  Medical  Staff  was  re-organised  early  in  l!»20,  and 
in  consequence  this  report  has  been  largely  prepared  by 
officials  who  are  dealing  with  the  work  of  their  predecessors. 
It  is  therefore  less  detailed  than  it  would  otherwise  have 
been. 


1 am.  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 

.10  HX  RTTCHIK 

https://archive.org/details/b28649527 
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Population. 


The  Estimated  Populat 

ion  of 

the  County  Land 

ward  for 

1925  was 

44,434.  The 

figures 

for  the 

Districts 

aie  : — 

1925. 

1921 

<>neng. 

Districts. 

M. 

F. 

Total ' 

A erf*. 

Thornhill 

6,621 

6,441 

13.<  62 

12,699 

214.968 

Dumfries 

4,021 

4.029 

8,650 

8.871 

78. 5(  8 

Annan 

. 5,744 

.6.143 

1 1 ,8S7 

12,551 

83,865 

Lockerbie 

3,S65 

4,181 

8,040 

8,409 

170  >59 

Langholm 

1 .380 

1.409 

2.789 

3,070 

130.113 

Count x L’ward  21,631 

22.803 

44.434 

4 5. GOO 

684,308 

The  Registrar-Gem  ? a 1.  estimates  an  to  45,947. 

Births. 

The  Births  intimated  by  Registrars  were  956  (515 
male,  441  female),  a decrease  of  34  on  the  number  in  the 
previous  year.  The  decrease  is  greatest  in  Langholm 
and  Dumfries  Districts,  while  Annan  District  shows  an 
increase.  The  figures  for  the  Districts  are  : — 

Birth-r»te  pel 


District*. 

ii 

K 

Totsl. 

1000  person* 
living. 

Thornhill  

1 75 

155 

330 

25-26 

Dumfries  

91 

66 

157 

1815 

Annan 

14!) 

131 

280 

23-55 

Lockerbie  ..... 

81 

76 

157 

19-51 

Langholm 

19 

13 

32 

11-47 

County  Landward 

5 1 5 

441 

956 

21-51 

Of  the  956  births,  SO  were  illegitimate.  The  pro- 
portion of  illegitimate  to  total  hirlhs  in  the  Districts  is  as 
follows  ; — 
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Districts. 

Total 

births. 

Illegitimate 

'births. 

Proportion  of 
illegitimate 
per  1000 
total  births. 

Thornhill  ..._ 

330 

24 

72 

Dumfries  .. 

157 

17 

108 

Annan 

280 

30 

107 

Lockerbie  

157 

14 

89 

Langholm  .... 

32 

1 

31 

Countv  Landward 

.956 

86 

90 

Deaths. 

The  mini  her  of  deaths  recorded  in  the  five  Districts 
by  the  "Registrar-General  was-^661.  As  has  been  pointed 
out  in  previous  reports,  those  figures  include  the  deaths  of 
usual  residents  in  England  and  Ireland,  which  are  not 
“ transferred  out.”  and  do  not  include  deaths  of  Scottish 
residents  occurring  out  with  Scotland.  This  tends  to 
give  a somewhat  erroneous  impression  of  the  death-rates, 
especially  in  Dumfries  District. 

The  figures  for  the  five  Districts  are  : — 

Death-rate  corrected  for 
transfers  and  for  ace 


Districts. ' Deaths.  and  ftz  distribution. 

Thornhill  185  13-1 

Dumfries  ....  .....  130  12-9 

Annan  169  11-9 

Lockerbie  128  13-3 

Langholm  ..  - 49  14-3 

County.  Landward  ...  661  13-2 


The  corrected  death-rate  for  the  County  Landward 
for  the  previous  year  (as  given  by  the  Registrar-General) 
was  13-3. 
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DEATHS  IN  COUNTY  DISTRICTS  IN  1S25. 


Cause  ok  Death. 

Thom-  Dam- 
hill.  1 fries. 

Annan. 

Lock- 

erbie. 

Lang- 

holm 

County 

L’vcd. 

Enteric  Fever 

... 

... 

Typhus  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

• •• 

Smallpox  .... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Measles  .... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Scaslet  Fever  ... 

1 

9 

... 

3 

Whooping-cough  . 

<> 

2 

2 

' 1 

... 

Diphtheria  . . . . 

2 

... 

i 

2 

Influenza  .... 

2 . 

9 

10 

3 

O 

26 

Encephalitis  Lethargiea 

i 

... 

... 

1 

... 

O 

Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Other  Epidemic  Diseases 

i 

1 

2 

... 

... 

4 

Pulmonary  Phthisis 

7 

11 

S 

5 

5 

36 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 

3 

3 

1 

... 

7 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis. 

... 

2 

... 

1 

... 

3 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

1 

1 

1 

... 

1 

4 

Malignant  Tumours 

Hi 

11 

10 

14 

4 

55 

Rheumatic  Fever  . 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Meningitis  (not  C.S.  or  Tub.) 

o 

... 

* 

1 

... 

4 

Apoplexy  .... 

2f> 

16 

18 

2° 

o 

84 

Heart  Disease 

25 

■8 

24 

16 

14 

6 1 

Diseases  of  Arteries 

1 

... 

3 

3 

i 

Bronchitis  .... 

11 

7 

4 

4 

1 

27 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

14 

9 

14 

8 

1 

46 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Enteritis  'under  2 years) 

1 

... 

1 

1 

... 

3 

... 

... 

... 

4 

Appendicitis 

1 

o 

... 

1 

.:.  | 

4 

Liver  Diseases  (not  Malignant) 

... 

... 

1 

3 

Nephritis  (Bright’s  Disease) 

4 

7 

5 

5 

i 

9 •> 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

... 

... 

... 

Other  Diseases  and  - Accidents 
of  Pregnancy,  &c.. 

O 

, 

1 

l 

G 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and 
Malformations 

10 

4 

.< 

5 

, | 

34 

Suicide  .... 

1 

1 

O 

i 

5 

Violence  (excluding  Suicide) 

7 

* 

fi 

4 

1 - 1 

25 

Other  Defined  Diseases  . 

31 

28 

32 

25 

13 

129 

Ill-Defined  Diseases 

5 

2 

4 

3 

... 

14 

Totals  . 

130 

1G9 

12S 

49 

601 

DEATH-RATES  IN  COUNTY  DISTRICTS  IN  1925 


(Corrected  tor  Age  and  Sex  Distribution.) 


Cause  or  Death. 

Thom, 

hill. 

Dum- 

fries. 

Annan. 

Lock- 

erbie. 

Lang- 

holm. 

Enteric  Fever 

,*■ 

... 

Typhus  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Smallpox  .... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

iMeasles  .... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Scarlet  Fever 

0-O8 

... 

0 15 

... 

... 

sVhooping- cough  . 

0-47 

0-23 

0-15 

0-12 

... 

•Diphtheria  .... 

016 

. . . 

007 

0-24 

• .. 

r Influenza  .... 

o-ic 

1-02 

0-70 

0 3G 

0-08 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

o-os 

O'  12 

... 

’erebro-spinnl  Meningitis 

... 

... 

034 

[Other  Epidemic  Diseases 

0 08 

Oil 

0 15 

... 

... 

[Pulmonary  Phthisis 

0-66 

1-24 

0-60 

0-60 

P70 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  . . 

0-24 

. . . 

022 

0- 1 2 

. . . 

’Abdominal  Tuberculosis  . 

... 

0-23 

... 

012 

[Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . 

0-08 

Oil 

007 

0-34 

•Malignant  Tumours  . . 

1*26 

1 -24 

0 70 

1-7S 

1-36 

'Rheumatic  Fever 

... 

... 

... 

... 

^Meningitis  (not  C.S.  or  Tub.) 

0-16 

... 

007 

0-12 

... 

PApoplexv  .... 

2-02 

1-80 

1-32 

2-64 

0-68 

[Heart  Disease 

1-94 

0-90 

164 

1.JI2 

4’ 76 

"Diseases  of  Arteries 

<>•08 

... 

0-22 

0-36 

EBronchitis  .... 

0-88 

0-79 

0'30 

048 

0-31 

iPneurnonia  {all  forms)  . 

l.<>9 

101 

0-96 

0 9(1 

0-34 

’Other  P.espiratory  Diseases 

0<>8 

... 

0'07 

. 012 

... 

Enteritis  (under  2 years) 

0-16 

... 

<>•15 

... 

... 

Appendicitis 

0 08 

0-23 

... 

012 

*•*  | 

Liver  Diseases  (not  Malignant) 

0 16 

... 

0 12 

... 

Nephritis  (Bright’s  Disease) 

0 32 

0‘79 

0-35 

0 60 

0 31 

Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

Other  Diseases  and  Accidents 

... 

... 

... 

• ••  1 

of  Pregnancy,  Ac.  . 
Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and 

0 16 

0-23 

0 12 

034 

Malformations 

0-80 

045 

0-98 

0-<10 

0-34 

Suicide  .... 

0 08 

0 11 

015 

• • . 

034 

Violence  (excluding  Suicide)  . 

056 

0-79 

0-45 

0-48 

034 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

241 

3-16 

2-40 

3-00 

4-42 

Ill-Defined  Diseases 

040 

0 23 

0-30 

0 36 

... 

Total 

13-1 

• 

12-9 

11-9  . 

13-3 

143 

Count* 

L’wd' 


0 06 
0 23 
010 

0-54 
0 04 
0-02 

0 OS 

0- 75 
015 
006 
0 08 

1 15 

0-08 

1- 76 

1-77 

0-13 

0-57 

0*92 

o-oo 

0-08 

008 

0-06 

0-25 


0-13 
0 7 1 

o ro 

(>•60 

2-80 
0-30 


13-2 
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The  Deaths  in  the  five  Districts  (County  Land-ward) 
classified  in  age  groups  and  according  to  cause  were : — 


Cacse  or  Death. 


Enteric  Fever 
Typhus  Fever 
Smallpox 
Measles  . 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping-cough  . 
Diphtheria  . 

Influenza 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 
Cerebro-spinal  Meningitis 
Other  Epidemic  Diseases 
Pulmonary  Phthisis 
Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis. 
Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Malignant  Tumours 
Rheumatic  Fever 
Meningitis  (not  C.S.  or  Tub.) 
Apoplexy 
Heart  Disease 
Diseases  of  Arteries 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Enteritis  (under  2 years) 
Appendicitis 

Liver  Diseases  (not  Malignant 
Nephritis  (Bright’s  Disease) 
Puerperal  Sepsis  . 

Other  Diseases  and  Accident 
of  Pregnancy.  Ac. 
Diseases  of  Early  Infancy 
and  Malformations 
Suicide 

Violence  (excluding  Suicide) 
Other  Defined  Diseases  . 
Ill-Defined  Diseases 

Total 


-1 

l- 

5-  10-15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75-  85- 

1 i ' 

J... 

t ...  1 *** 

*1 

... 

...  ■ ...  ... 

2 

...  ...I  1 

4 

4 

1 ...... 

. 1 

...  ... 

i 

1 

, i 

... 

I 

5 

3 

1 

9 

4 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

■ 

1 

1 

O 

... 

... 

1 ! 9 

' 

1 7 

4 

6 

1 

... 

...  1 

1 

3 

2 1 ... 

1 

...  1 1 

... 

1 

! ...  I ...  ' . 

J 

*3 

;;; 

• • . •••  ••• 

J 

O 

Id 

12 

12 

... 

16 

2 ; 
! 

' 1 

! 1 1 ... 

... 

1 

j 

14 

30 

09 

j 

1 

1 ... 

...  ...  : i 

1 

1 0 

4 

17 

39 

IS 

0 1 

i ... 

1 

1 

3 

0 

! 3 

r*i. 

3 

o 

: 

1 ] 

1 

! s 

C>!  1 ...  2 

3 

o 

5 

4 

6 

4 

2 

i 

i 

... 

i 

... 

... 

... 

i 

... ! 

4 



1 

)!  ... 

i 

...  •••  ... 

... 

3 

1 

1 

l 

••• 

i 

...  ...  i 

... 

i 

8 

4 

3 

1 

3 

. . . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

I 

o 

•1 

i 

* 

i ■" 

... 

*• 

... 

... 

| 33 

i 



1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

... 

i 

2 1 4 

b 

... 

4 

5 

o 

! G 

3 

...  1 4 

3 

5 

1 ' 

14 

25 

42 

16 

0 

1 

• 

r, 

** 

1 

I Oil 

2G 

;*  7 2(> 

26 

20 

5k 

93  146 

35 

All 


0 

il  . 
5 

26 

2 

1 
4 

3G 

4 

3 

4 


4 

84 

87 


4b 

3 

4 
4 

3 


34 
5 
25 
1 21* 
14 


,61 


Infantile  Mortality.-  The  deaths  of  children  under 
one  year  wore  (»9.  The  rale  per  1000  births  is  thus  72-1. 
The  corresponding  rate  last  year  was  73-74.  and  ihc  average 
during  the  preceding  ten  years  S3-7o. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

The  total  number  of  notifications  of  infectious  diseases 
received  from  the  County  Landward  during  1025  was  .'{8-1 
a reduction  of  '48  on  the  previous  year.  Of  these,  210 
were  notified  under  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Diseases 
(Notification)  Act,  1889,  and  174  in  term  of  Regulations 
made  under  Section  7S  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland) 
Act,  1897.  They  comprised  : — 

(1)  Notified  under  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious 
Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889: — 


Enteric  Fever  j 

Scarlet  Fever  . ... 

Diphtheria  ...  ]Q4 

Erysipelas  pj 

Puerperal  Fever  \ 


(2)  Notified  in  terms  of  Regulations  made  under  the 
Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act.  1897  (Section  78) 


Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  5 

Infective  Jaundice  2 

Malaria 2 

Dysentery  ’ 2 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  29 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 10 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  S3 

Non-pulmonarv  Tuberculosis  43 


The  proportion  of  cases  notified  to  1000  persons  living 
was  8-3. 

The  notifications  received  each  month  were  : — 

J»d  Feb  Her  Apr.  May.  .Tune,  Joly  Aug.  Srpt.  Ort.  Not.  Tec.  Total 


Enteric  Fever  j j 

Scarlet  Fever  7 4 4 8 4 9 9 5 15  14  S 1 88 

Diphtheria  11  9 14  17  12  11  5 5 111  7 1 104 

Erysipelas  1 2 2 3 1 ._.  1 ] 1 4 ]G 

Puerperal  Fever  1 1 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum  1 1 j j j 5 

Infective 

Jaundice  2 2 


.Tan.  FeTT.  Mar.  Apr.  May.  Jen*.  July.  Au?.  BejyL  Oct. 

Xot.  Dec. 

Total. 

Malaria 



... 

. „ 

1 

1 

Dysentery 



... 

...... 



1 

1 

Acute  Primary 

Pneumonia 

5 

7 

5 

2 11 

1 

7 

29 

Acute  Influenzal 

- 

Pneumonia 

7 

2 

1 

- 

10 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

8 

2 

12 

8 7 5 8 

5 7 6 

7 8 

83 

Xon-pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

3 

7 

6 7 2 4 

3 3 1 

3 4 

43 

Totals 

42  2 

!9 

46 

42  33  28  29 

i 3 
1 S 
1 8 

is  1 

S 1 

384 

The  Age-incidence  is 

shown  in  the  following 

summary 

of  the  returns  for  the  five  Districts  made  to  the  Board  of 

Health  : — 

At  all 

MRCS. 

r 

nder 

I. 

and  ' end  IT  m l 2.*  Mid 

under  f*.  under JS  under  iiT«  under 

and  *. 
. under  &. 

»»rrr. 

Enteric  Fever 

. 1 

. i 



Scarlet  Fever  .... 

8S 

1 

25  45 

10  6 

1 

Diphtheria 

104 

21  54 

16  8 

5 

Erysipelas 

16 

1 

2 3 

9 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 
Ophthalmia 

1 

1 

Neonatorum 

Infective 

5 

5 

....  . 

Jaundice 

9 

o 

Malaria 

. 1 

1 

Dvsentcry 
Acute  Primary 

. 1 

l 

Pneumonia 

20 

« , 

4 7 

3 3 

s 

1 

Acute  Influenzal 

Pneumonia  .. . 

10 

... 

o 

MM 

2 2 

2 

2 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

8.4 

17- 

13  37 

15 

i 

Non-pulmonurv 

Tuberculosis 

44 

1 

7 19 

10  5 

1 

8 
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The  notifications  from  each  District  were  : — 


Coiinty 

Thornhill.  Dumfries.  Annan.  Lockerbie.  Langholm.  L’dwsrd 


Enteric,  Fever 

1 

I 

Scarlet  Fever 

26 

25 

19  18 

SS 

Diphtheria 

36 

12 

41  15 

104 

Erysipelas 

4 

3 

2 6 1 

10 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

1 

4 

5 

Infective 

Jaundice 

o 

2 

Malaria 

1 

1 

Dysenterv 

1 

1 

Acute  Primary 

Pneumonia 

5 

4 

12  8 

29 

Acute  Influenzal 

Pneumonia 

2 

8 

10 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

32 

18 

15  15  3 

83 

Non-pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

23  • 

8 

7 5 

43 

— 

— — 

— 

Totals  128 

74 

110  68  4 

384 

No  case  of  Smallpox  was 

reported.  The  County 

has 

been  free  from 

this 

disease 

for  twenty-one  years. 

In 

view  of  the  fact 

that 

a mild 

form  of  the  disease  is 

now 

prevalent  in  various 

parts  of 

the  country,  it  is  possible 

that  it  may  he  introduced  into  Dumfriesshire  at  any  time, 
and  the  question  of  hospital  provision  to  meet  such  an 
eventuality  was  before  the  Smallpox  Hospital  Combination 
Committee  during  the  year. 

The  intimations  of  Objection  to  Vaccination  numbered 
100  in  Thornhill,  23  in  Dumfries,  29  in  Annan,  20  in 
Lockerbie,  and  4 in  Langholm  Districts. 

One  ease  of  Enteric  Fever  was  notified  from  Croton. 
The  blood-test  was  positive  to  J>.  Tara  typhosus  B.  The 
patient,  though  residing  in  Dumfriesshire,  had  been  working 
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in  England,  and  as  it  appeared  that  several  of  his  fellow- 
workers  had  been  ill,  it  seemed  probable  that  the  infection 
had  been  acquired  outwith  the  County.  He  was  removed 
to  Hospital  and  made  a good  recovery. 

There  was  a small  outbreak  of  Scarlatina  in  C'losebum 
during  January,  comprising  six  cases.  The  first  of  these 
appears  to  have  been  ill  for  about  ten  days  before  the 
nature  of  the  ease  was  recognised.  All  were  removed  to 
Hospital.  One  case  was  complicated  by  Diphtheria. 

It-  was  prevalent  in  the  Lockerbie  District,  chiefly 
about  Moffat,  during  April  and  May,  and  there  was  a 
limited  outbreak  in  Sanquhar  (Landward)  in  June.  An 
outbreak  occurred  in  Kirkmahoe  during  September,  affect- 
ing nine  cases.  All  were  pupils  at  Duncow  School,  with 
one  exception — a girl  of  eighteen  infected  by  a younger 
sister.  The  school  was  closed  for  a week,  and  no  further 
cases  occurred. 

Eighty-four  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital — 25  to 
Thornhill,  40  to  Lochmaben,  and  19  to  Annan. 

The  number  of  eases  and  deaths,  the  sickness  and 
mortality-rates,  and  the  case-mortality  from  this  disease 
during  the  past  five  years  in  the  County  Landward  have 
been  : — 


1921. 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925 

Cases  

108 

139 

72 

121 

SS 

Deaths  ... 

1 

1 

0 

3 

3 

Sickness-rate  per  1000 

2-37 

2-8 

1-63 

2-72 

1*26 

Mortality-rate  per  1000 

•02 

•02 

0 

•0G 

•0G 

Case-fatality  per  1000  . 

9-2G 

7-2 

•0 

24-79 

3409 

Diphtheria  was  fairly  prevalent  in  the  Annan  District 
during  the  early  part  of  the  year,  eighteen  cases  crccui ring 
during  the  first  quarter.  Twelve  of  these  were  from 
Oretna.  There  was  no  other  special  prevalence,  though 
there  were  a number  of  scattered  eases  throughout  the 
Thornhill  District  during  June. 
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Of  the  104  cases  notified  SI  gave  “ positive  ” swabs, 
showing  the  presence  of  Diphtheria  bacilli.  Tn  21  cases 
no  Diphtheria  Bacilli  were  detected,  and  2 cases  ended 
fatally  before  there  was  an  opportunity  of  making  bac- 
teriological examination. 

The  number  of  cases  notified,  deaths,  and  various  rates 
during  the  past  five  3-cars  have  been  : — 

1921.  1922.  1923.  1924.  1925. 

Cases  57  99  66  127  104 

Deaths  .....  ... . 4 3 1 0 '5 

Sickness-rate  per  1000  1-2  T9  To  2-8  2-2 

Mortality-rate  per  1000  -08  -06  -02  0 0-1 

Case-fatality  per  1000  ...  . 70-175  30-303  15-151  0 48-7 

Sixteen  eases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified.  One  of 
these  was  removed  to  Lochmaben  Hospital,  and  another, 
which  occurred  in  a Common  Lodging-house,  was  admitted 
to  the  local  Poorhouse. 


Two  cases  of  Infective  Jaundice  were  intimated.  Both 
were  practically  well  when  notification  was  received.  The 
infection  appears  to  have  been  acquired  abroad  in  one 
case  and  transmitted  to  the  second  case. 


. Twenty-nine  cases  of  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia  and 
ten  cases  of  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  were  notified. 
All  were  treated  at  home.  As  noted  in  previous  reports, 
it  is  doubtful  whether  the  removal  of  such  patients  for 
any  distance  is  justifiable,  except  in  the  early  stages  of  the 
disease.  A long  ambulance  journey  in  the  case  of  a person 
who  has  had  pneumonia  for  several  days  may  do  sufficient 
harm  to  outweigh  any  benefit  to  be  got  from  hospital 
treatment. 

The  reports  on  Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Disease  will 
be  found  on  pages  53  and  50. 
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Hospitals. 

One  ease  of  Enteric  Fever  (Paratyphoid  B).  eight  3*- 
four  eases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  one  hundred  and  two  of 
Diphtheria,  and  one  of  Erysipelas  were  removed  from 
County  Districts  to  Hospitals  ; sixty  Scarlet  Fever  and 
thirty-six  Diphtherias  from  Burghs. 

The  admissions  to  each  Hospital  were:  — 


Thornhill 


Loch m a ben 


Annan 


Eskdale 


f Thornhill  District 
( Sanquhar  Burgh 
r Dumfries  District 
Lockerbie  District 
- Lochmaben  Burgh 
Lockerbie  Burgh 
k Moffat  Burgh 
f Annan  District  - 
| Annan  Burgh 
| Langholm  District 
| Langholm  Burgh 


Scar'et  Diph.  Ery- 
Enteiic.  Fever,  theria.  eifflE.?, 

25  35  .... 

4 

...  25  12  1 

15  15 

1 16  __ 

15  4 ..... 

15  14  .... 

1 19  40  ..... 

25  2 „. 


The  admissions  to  Hospital  or  Sanatorium  of  persons 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis  will  be  found  cn  page  55. 


Housing. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  Districts  is 
estimated  from  the  Police  Census  taken  in  1925  as  11,079. 
There  were  217  unoccupied  houses  at  the  time  v hen  the 
Census  was  taken,  making  a total  of  11,290,  which  includes 
1041  houses  in  Gretna  Township. 

The  estimated  number  of  houses  with  less  than  four 


rooms  is  5898.  They  arc  located  as  follows  :• — 

1 Room.  2 Rooms.  S Room*.  Total. 

Thornhill  149  1173  679  2001 

Dumfries  ....  32  4S0  . .>2S  1040 

Annan  ....  34  683  60S  132.» 

Lockerbie  24  512  559  1095 

Langholm  9 138  284  431 


Total  24  S 2992  2658  5898 
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. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  per  room  in  one,  two,  and 
three-roomed  houses  respectively  -are  as  follows  :• — 

One- Roomed  Houses. 


Total 

Total 

Inmates 

Districts. 

Rooms. 

Inmates. 

per  R oom 

Thornhill  

149 

411 

2-76 

Dumfries  

32 

64 

2-0 

Annan 

34 

63 

1-8 

Lockerbie  

24 

39 

1-6 

Langholm 

9 

12 

1-3 

County  Landward 

248 

589 

2-37 

Two-Roomed 

Houses. 

Total 

Total 

Inmates 

Districts. 

Rooms. 

Inmates. 

per  Room 

Thornhill  

...  2346 

4892 

2-OS 

Dumfries  

972 

1801 

1-8 

Annan 

...  1366 

2324 

1-7 

Lockerbie  , 

1024 

1735 

1-6 

Langholm  .. 

276 

426 

1-5 

County  Landward 

5984 

11.178 

1-87 

Three-Roomed 

Houses. 

Total 

Total 

Inmates 

Districts. 

Rooms. 

Inmates. 

pci-  Room 

Thornhill  ..  . 

2037 

3059 

1-5 

Dumfries  

1584 

2128 

■ 1-3 

Annan 

1824 

2256 

1-2 

Lockerbie  

...  1677 

2105 

1-3 

Langholm  

...  . 852 

943 

M 

County  Landward 

7974 

10.491 

1-31 

It  wjll  be  seen  that  the  greatest  number  of  persons  per 
room  is  to  be  found  in  the  one-roomed  houses  in  Thornhill 
District.  This  is  due  to  the  congestion  in  Kirkeonnel 
and  Sanquhar  Parishes.  The  latter  contains  SO  one- 
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roomed  houses,  chiefly  about  Wanlockhcad — that  is,  more 
than  half  the  total  one-roomed  houses  in  the  County. 

Taking  “more  than  three  persons  per  room'"  a1-  an 
indication  of  overcrowding — a very  lenient  standard- — the 
conditions  in  the  Districts  arc  : — 


One- Roomed  Houses. 

Houses  with  over  3 inmates 

District. 

per  room. 

Percentage. 

Thornhill  

42 

28-1% 

Dumfries  ..... 

o 

1-5-6% 

Annan 

3 

8-8% 

Lockerbie  .. .. 

2 

8*3  °n 

Langholm  

Two-Roomed  Houses. 

Houses  with  over  3 inmates 

District. 

per  room. 

Percentage. 

Thornhill  ... 

• 17G 

ISO®/ 

Dumfries  .... 

69 

14-2% 

Annan 

49 

7-1% 

Lockerbie  

31 

6-0% 

Langholm 

f> 

4-3% 

Three-Roomed  Houses. 

Houses  with  over  3 inmates 

District. 

per  room. 

Percentage. 

Thornhill  

38 

5-6% 

Dumfries  

9 

17% 

Annan 

5 

os% 

Lockerbie  ... . 

1*2% 

Langholm  ..  .. 

The  greatest  degree  of  overcrowding,  judged  by  the 
number  of  houses  with  more  than  three  inmates  per  room, 
and  also  by  the  number  of  inmates  per  room  in  each  class 
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of  house,  exists  in  the  Thornhill  District.  This,  of  course, 
is  accounted  for  by  the  influx  of  population  into  the  parishes 
of  Kirkconnel  and  Sanquhar.  In  Kirkconnel  the  Police 
Census  showed  that  one  two-roomed  house  had  4 inmates, 
four  had  5 inmates,  and  one  had  7.  Among  two-roomed 
houses,  thirty- three  had  7 inmates,  twenty-four  had  8. 
twenty-three  had  9,  twelve  had  10,  ten  had  11,  seven  had 
12,  three  had  13,  and  two  had  15.  Among  three-roomed 
houses,  seventeen  had  10  inmates,  seven  had  11,  eight  had 
12,  one  had  13,  two  had  14,  and  one  had  no  less  than  19 
inmates  when  inspected  ! The  conditions  in  Sanquhar 
are  not  quite  so  bad.  but,  as  noted  above,  there  is  a large 
proportion  of  one-roomed  houses  in  this  parish.  Thirty- 
one  of  those  are  overcrowded,  the  number  of  inmates 
varying  from  4 to  8. 

In  many -instances  the  congestion  is  due  to  persons 
taking  in,  as  lodgers,  families  who  cannot  otherwise  obtain 
accommodation.  Although  a large  number  of  new  houses 
have  been  erected  at  Kirkconnel  and  Kelloholm  during  the 
past  few  years,  they  are  evident]}'  insufficient  to  cope  with 
the  influx  of  population,  and  a problem  is  developing  which 
will  have  to  be  dealt  with  as  soon  as  possible,  or  a grave 
danger  to  the  Public  Health  will  be  incurred. 

At  the  same  time,  it  is  proper  to  point  out  that  the 
needs  of  the  rural  areas,  though  less  obvious  and  clamant, 
are  no  less  real  than  those  of  the  industrial.  The  pro- 
portion of  houses  which  fall,  or  are  falling,  below  the  sanitary 
standard  is  much  higher  in  some  of  the  agricultural  districts 
than  it  is  in  Kirkconnel.  This  must  be  taken  into  con- 
sideration when  discussing  future  developments  of  housing 
policy,  as  the  number  of  houses  which  may  be  uninhabitable 
in  a few  years  is  as  important  as  the  number  which  may 
be  overcrowded  at  the  moment. 

The  complaints  regarding  defective  housing  conditions 
were  : — 
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v •_ 

c 

•f  . 
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T 

T t 
~ « 

E 

_ 

1? 

© 

A r 

j5 

•_  u 

c. 

> 

Thornhill 

] 

2 

4 

3 

4 

14 

Dumfries 

20 

* 

11 

2 

1 

3 

37 

Annan 

6 

2 

4 

1 

5 

O 

23 

Lockerbie 

2 

l 

3 

5 

1 

12 

Langholm 

1 

.... 

1 

Total  

29 

2 

IS 

11 

3 

14 

10 

87 

The  letters 

and  intimations  sent 

under  the 

pro  vis 

ions 

of  the  Public 

Health 

(Scotland) 

Act,  189' 

7,  Section 

19, 

were  : — 

77 

«.  — 

c - 

T.  U 

t 

e 

u 

r*  *• 

c ~ 

. <> 

£ 

o 

C - 

I 

e s 

■< 

c- 

Thornhill 

21 

4 

12 

3 

4 

9 

53 

Dumfries 

27 

2 

9 

10 

o 

3 

3 

56 

Annan 

27 

1 

2 

20 

r- 

i 

18 

3 

7S 

Lockerbie 

10 

S 

12 

3 

5 

38 

Langholm 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Total 


85 


3 24  55 
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31 


22  s 


Plans  were  submitted  for  the  erection  of  35  new  houses, 
and  for  alterations  or  additions  to  44  existing  houses. 

The  number  of  new  dwelling-houses  completed  during 
lf)25  was  80.  Of  these  the  majority  were  made  by  recon- 
struction of  hostels  at  Gretna. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  paid  11GS  visits  under  the 
Housing  Acts,  and  supervised  187  smoke-tests  of  drains. 

. As  has  been  noted  in  previous  reports,  the  code  of 
bye-laws  dealing  with  housing  used  in  the  County  Districts 
is  obsolete.  Since  it  was  drawn  up  conditions  have  altered 
in  many  ways,  particularly  as  regards  methods  of  structure. 
It  is  very  desirable  that  a new  code  be  drawn  up  in  accord- 
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ance  with  Section  43  (2)  of  the  Housing,  &c.  (Scotland) 
Act,  1919,  and  Section  60  of  the  Housing  (Scotland)  Act, 
1925. 


Water  Supplies. 

The  results  of  the  analyses  of  the  samples  taken 
each  quarter  from  the  public  supplies  will  be  found  in  the 
Laboratory  Report.  The  only  supplies  which  gave  results 
of  special  significance  were  those  from  Glencaple,  and 
from  Ruthwcll  and  Raffles.  In  the  former,  the  results 
suggested  the  presence  of  undesirable  vegetable  matter 
in  the  reservoir.  Inspection  confirmed  this,  and  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  was  drawn  to  it.  In  the 
case  of  the  Ruthwell  and  Raffles  reservoir,  vegetation  has,# 
unfortunately,  increased  to  an  undue  extent,  and  the 
amount  of  low  animal  life  associated  with  it  does  not  improve 
the  quality  of  the  water.  In  addition,  traces  of  oxide 
of  iron  were  found,  suggesting  deterioration  in  the  supply 
pipes.  This  was  confirmed  by  an  investigation  made 
after  the  date  of  this  report,  ■when  some  of  the  pipes  were 
found  to  be  badly  corroded. 

An  investigation  was  made  of  the  water  supplies 
about  Lochmaben  Moor  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Hightac. 
Many  of  the  supplies  in  this  district  are  of  a very  unsatis- 
factory kind. 

Disposal  of  Sewage  and  Pollution  of  Streams. 

Some  improvement  was  noted  during  the  year  in 
regard  to  the  pollution  of  the  upper  reaches  of  the  Nith 
by  coal  washings,  but  on  two  occasions  the  attention  of 
the  Colliery  Company  had  to  be  drawn  to  the  amount  of 
black  liquid  reaching  the  stream. 

The  sewage  works  at  Kirkconnel  continue  to  function 
fairly  satisfactorily,  but  they  are  now  working  at,  or  over, 
the  full  capacity  for  which  they  were  designed.  Letters 
were  twice  sent  regarding  the  condition  of'  the  effluent, 
and  also  about  the  practice  of  allowing  refuse  to  be  dumped 
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on  the  river  bank  at  the  sewage  works,  from  which  it  v.  as 
washed  into  the  river. 

The  effluent  from  the  Creamery  at  Sanquhar  con- 
tinues to  give  trouble.  This,  as  is  generally  recognised, 
is  a type  of  effluent  which  is  specially  liable  to  cause  nui.-ance, 
and  on  several  occasions  the  condition  of  the  disposal  plant 
was  far  from  satisfactory. 

The  question  of  providing  more  modern  works  for  the 
disposal  of  the  sewage  of  Sanquhar  Burgh  is  at  present 
receiving  the  attention  of  the  Town  Council. 

The  most  serious  source  of  pollution  of  the  Xith  within 
the  County  area  is  the  installation  at  Thornhill.  A special 
note  regarding  those  works  was  incorporated  in  last  year's 
report.  The  conditions  remain  as  then  described.  There 
are  two  aspects  of  the  question.  First,  the  very  un- 
pleasant smell  from  the  works,  which  is  obvious  to  passers- 
by  on  the  highway,  and  is  largely  due  to  the  fact  that 
the  works  are  dealing,  not  only  with  the  domestic  sewage 
of  the  village,  but  also  with  the  effluent  from  the  bacon 
factory,  which  is  very  difficult  to  treat  in  a satisfactory 
manner.  Second,  the  pollution  of  the  river  by  an  effluent 
containing  a high  proportion  of  putrescible  matter,  this 
being  partly  due  to  the  nature  of  the  sewage  and  partly 
to  the  derelict  condition  of  the  works  themselves.  Mr 
Easton,  C.E.,  was  instructed  to  prepare  plans  and  estimates 
for  new  sewage  works,  and  the  whole  matter  is  now  under 
the  consideration  of  the  District  Committee. 

The  works  at  the  Arrol -Johnston  Factory  continue  to 
give  n satisfactory  effluent. 

As  regards  the  Annan,  the  effluent  from  Moffat  Burgh 
is  the  only  important  source  of  pollution  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  river.  This  effluent  is  not  satisfactory.  At 
the  time  of  writing  the  Town  Council  have  instructed  ihcir 
engineers  to  report  on  the  matter  with  a view  to  getting  a 
higher  degree  of  purification  at  their  sewage  works. 

The  condition  of  matters  in  the  Esk  at  Langholm  has 
not  given  any  ground  for  complaint  dming  the  year.  At 
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Rowanburn,  crude  sewage  passes  into  a tributary  of  the 
Liddel,  but  the  dilution  appears  sufficient  to  prevent  serious 
nuisance. 

At  Moniaive — a Special  Drainage  District  with  no 
drainage — an  unfortunate  state  of  affairs  is  developing  in 
consequence  of  the  number  of  cesspools  within  the 

village  area.  The  provision  of  a proper  system 

of  sewage  disposal  at  a practicable  cost  presents 
difficulties  of  an  engineering  nature.  and  the 

present  water  supply  might  not  prove  adequate  to 

the  demand  which  a drainage  scheme  would  entail.  It 
is  certain,  however,  that  both  these  problems  will  have 
to  be  faced  comparatively  soon.  Indeed,  it  should  be 
recognised  that,  however  desirable  a water  carriage  system 
may  be,  it  entails  two  things — sufficient  water  supply  and 
proper  means  of  sewage  disposal.  If  either  or  both  of 
these  be  lacking,  the  multiplication  of  water  closets  may 
prove  not  a sanitary  advance,  but  rather  the  reverse. 

Cleansing  and  Scavenging. 

The  work  in  the  six  Special  Scavenging  Districts  con- 
tinues to  be  carried  on  satisfactorily.  As  noted  above, 
attention  was  drawn  to  the  practice  of  allowing  refuse  to 
accumulate  along  the  bank  of  the  Nitli  at  Kirkconnel. 

Considerable  difficulty  is  experienced  in  getting  refuse 
removed  at  proper  intervals  in  some  of  the  smaller  villages, 
such  as  Templand,  Locharbriggs,  and  Kirkpatrick.  In 
these,  the  rateable  value  is  small,  and  would  probably  be 
insufficient  to  warrant  the  formation  of  Special  Districts, 
but  the  population  is  sufficient  to  produce  an  amount  of 
refuse  that  requires  periodic  removal. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. 

Work  in  regard  to  Dairy  Inspection  during  the  latter 
part  of  1925  was  influenced  by  the  fact  that  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  (Scotland)  Act,  1914,  came  into  operation  on  1st 
September,  1925.  This  entailed  the  inspection  of  a large 
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number  of  premises  for  which  application  for  registration 
under  the  Act  was  made. 

The  number  of  premises  on  the  old  Register,  the 
number  of  visits  paid,  and  intimations  of  contraventions 
sent  during  the  vear  were  as  follows  : — 

Registered  dairiei.  Inspections.  Intiir.atlcns  sent. 


Thornhill  .. . 149  171  3 

Dumfries  101  165  3 

Annan  ......  92  63  2 

Lockerbie  ... . . 127  83  8 

Langholm  _...  18  -6  0 

Total  .....  487  488  16 


Three  licences,  formerly  granted  for  the  sale  of  Graded 
Milk,  were  in  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year.  These 
are  Barr  (Sanquhar),  Kirimount  (Annan),  ai  d Douglas 
Hall  (Lockerbie). 

Tuberculin  tests  and  Laboratory  examinations  of  the 
milk  (chemical  and  bacteriological)  were  carried  out 
regularly. 

Slaughter-Houses. 

The  number  Licensed  Slaughter-houses  remains  as 
before,  viz.  Kirkconnel  (1),  Thornhill  Village  (2),  Thorn- 
hill Station  (1),  YVanlockhead  (1),  Moniaivc  (1).  Dunscore 
(1),  Racks  (1).  Dornocktown  (1).  Kirkpatrick-Fieraing  (1). 
and  Templand  (1). 

It  is  questionable  whether  there  is  sufficient  justifica- 
tion for  maintaining  so  many  small  slaughter-houses  in 
rural  areas.  The  amount  of  killing  actually  carried  out  in 
some  of  them  is  so  small  as  to  warrant  a doubt  of  their 
being  really  required  to  supply  local  needs.  Considering 
the  great  development  of  motor  transport  in  recent  3'cars, 
it  is  probable  that  the  work  could  be  centralised  to  a great 
extent  without  any  hardship  being  felt  by  rural  consumers. 
It  is  worth  noting  in  this  connection  that  Dumfries  District 
has  only  011c  licensed  slaughter-house,  which  is  for  the 
supply  of  the  London  market  ; Annan  District  has  two, 
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one  of  which  kills  for  London  ; Lockerbie  District  has 
one  ; while  Thornhill  District  has  no  less  than  seven.  A 
reduction  in  the  number  of  those  small  slaughter-houses 
would  permit  of  inspection  of  meat  being  carried  out  more 
regularly,  and  the  duties  imposed  by  the  Public  Health 
(Meat)  Regulations,  1924,  could  be  performed  in  a more 
satisfactory  way. 

Forty  inspections  were  made  during  the  3rear — 24  in 
Thornhill  District,  3 in  Dumfries  District,  5 in  Annan 
District,  5 in  Lockerbie  District,  and  3 in  Langholm  Dis- 
trict. Seven ty -two  animals  were  examined,  one  of 

which  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  food. 

* 

Four  letters  were  sent  to  licensees  regarding  stripping 
of  pleura  (1),  dirt}'  condition  of  premises  or  implements  (2), 
untidy  lairs  (1). 

Offensive  Trades. 

The  premises  licensed  remain  as  during  last  year,  viz.  : — 

(1)  A Bone-boiling  business  at  Thornhill. 

(2)  A Knackery  at  Mosspark. 

(3)  A Manure  Factor}-  at  Mosspark. 

(4)  A Tallow-melting  Factory  at  Racks. 

On  one  occasion  the  attention  of  a licensee  had  to  be 
drawn  to  an  accumulation  of  offal  on  his  premises.  This 
was  remedied. 
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BURGH  OF  ANNAN. 

Area,  383  acres. 

Population. — The  population  at  the  Census  of  1921 
was  3928  (male  1S17,  female  2111).  The  estimated 
population  for  1925  was  3745. 

Births. — The  total  number  of  births  registered  in.  the 
Burgh  during  1925  was  78.  The  number,  corrected  for 
transfers,  is  76  (38  male,  38  female).  This  gives  a birth- 
rate of  20-293  per  1000  of  the  population — an  increase  on 
the  previous  year,  when  the  births  numbered  G7  and  the 
birth-rate  was  16-927.  The  averages  for  the  three  last 
decades  have  been  : — 

1S91-1900  29-692 

1901-1910 2S-947 

1911-1920  21-543 

Seven  births,  or  9 per  cent,  of  the  total,  were  illegitimate. 

Deaths. — The  number  registered  was  61.  The  number, 
corrected  for  transfers  (1  out,  12  in),  was  72.  Of  these, 
34  were  males  and  3S  females.  The  death-rate,  corrected 
for  transfers  and  adjusted  for  age  and  sc-x  distribution, 
was  17-4  per  1000.  That  for  the  previous  year  was  13-001, 
and  the  averages  for  the  last  three  decades  have  been  : — 


1S91-1900  20-903 

1901-1910  14-946 

1911-1920  15-456 


The  deaths  from  various  causes  are  shown  in  age- 
groups  in  the  following  table  : — 
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BURGH  OF  ANNAN. — DEATHS  LN  1925. 


Cause  of  Death. 
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As  in  the  previous  year.  Malignant  Tumours  appear 
as  the  most  frequent  cause  of  death.  Heart  Disease  was 
responsible  for  8 deaths  during  1925,  as  against  4 in  19^.4. 
The  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  and  from  Influenza  also 
show  some  increase,  but  those  from  other  infectious  diseases 
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are  diminished..  TIkto  were  HO  deaths  of  infant-  under 
one  year  of  age,  or  14  per  cent,  of  the  whole.  The  infantile 
mortality,  calculated  per  1000  births,  was  132.  This  is 
considerably  in  excess  of  the  figures  recorded  in  recent 
years,  that  for  1924  having  been  89.  During  the  decade 
1911-1920  it  averaged  85,  and  for  the  years  1891-1910 
inclusive  the  average  was  123. 

Infectious  Diseases. — The  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  notified  in  the  Burgh  during  1925  was  considerably 
less  than  in  the  previous  year. 

• Twenty-six  cases  of  Scarlatina,  affecting  twenty-five 
families,  were  notified'.  The  cases  were  distributed  fairly 
evenly  over  the  year,  and  at  no  time  was  there  anything 
to  be  described  as  epidemic  prevalence.  Twenty-five 
of  the  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital,  and  one  was  isolated 
at  home.  All  made  good  recoveries. 

Cases  of  Diphtheria  numbered  two.  Both  gave 
positive  swabs,  and  were  removed  to  Hospital.  In  neither 
case  could  the  source  of  infection  be  definitely  traced. 
Both  made  good  recoveries. 

One  case  of  Erjrsipelas,  one  of  Puerperal  Fever,  and 
one  of  Acute  Pneumonia  were  notified.  The  last  named 
ended  fatally. 

Notifications  of  Tuberculosis  were  nine  (eight  Pul- 
monary, one  Non-pul mon ary). 

There  were  no  cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  nor  of  Smallpox. 
The  Registrar  intimated  receipt  of  33  Objections  to 
Vaccination. 

The  figures  in  the  following  table  arc  abstracted  from 
the  returns  made  to  the  Board  of  Health  : — 


Casks  of  Infkctious  Disease  Notified  to  tiie  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Housing. — At  the  enumeration  in  1925  the  number  of 
occupied  houses  in  the  Burgh  was  returned  as  978.  Of 
these,  thirty-three  were  one-roomed  houses,  occupied  by 
a population  of  96  persons.  This  is  equivalent  to  an 
average  of  2-9  persons  per  room.  Seven  of  the  one- 
roomed  houses  had  four  inmates,  two  had  five  inmates, 
and  two  had  six. 

Two  hundred  and  nineteen  were  two-roomed  houses 
with  a population  of  S13  2>ersons,  equivalent  to  a popula- 
tion of  T8  persons  per  room.  Fifteen  of  the  two-roomed 
houses  had  seven  inmates,  seven  had  eight,  two  nine,  and 
one  ten  inmates. 

The  number  of  persons  living  in  one  or  two-roomed 
houses  under  conditions  of  overcrowding  was  estimated 
as  239 — that  is,  26-3  per  cent,  of  the  population  in  such 
houses,  and  6-4  per  cent,  of  the  total  population  of  the 
Burgh. 

Reports  were  made  upon  a number  of  houses  regarded 
as  falling  below  the  standard  of  habitability,  mainly  on 
account  of  damp  and  inadequate  ventilation.  Included 
amongst  these  were  the  houses  in  Lady  Street,  Back  Lady 
Street,  Hay’s  Place,  Wilkins’  Wynd,  and  High  Street 
referred  to  in  last  year’s  report. 

Water  Supply. — This  continues  satisfactory,  so  far  as 
quality  is  concerned.  The  reservoir,  pipe  line,  and  filters 
have  been  regularly  inspected,  as  well  as  the  distribution 
piping  throughout  the  town.  A bve-pass  from  the  filters 
to  the  main,  with  the  necessary  valves  and  scours,  was 
fitted  during  the  summer  to  obviate  the  necessity  of 
cutting  off  the  water  supply  while  cleaning  the  dear-water 
tank. 

Complaints  are  still  received  from  residents  in  the 
higher  parts  of  the  burgh  concerning  shortage  of  water 
during  the  “ rush  hours  ” on  certain  days. 

Sewerage. — This  has  proved  satisfactory  throughout 
the  year.  No  complaints  have  been  received. 
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Nuisances. —A  certificate  was  given  under  Section  126 
of  the  Burgh  Police  (Scotland)  Act.  1892,  regarding  the 
deposit  of  manure  so  laid  down  as  to  be  offensive  or 
prejudicial  to  health. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-two  other  matters  w'ere 
dealt  with  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  under  various  sections 
of  the  Burgh  Police  Act. 

Slaughter-house. — This  is  kept  in  a satisfactor}'  state. 
The  animals  killed  during  the  year  were  : — Cattle,  525  ; 
sheep,  2778  ; pigs,  533  : calves,  194. 

Six  carcases  of  beef,  two  of  mutton,  and  three  of  pork 
were  seized. 


Offensive  Trades. — Only  one  licence  exists  within  the 
Burgh — the  Fellmonger’s  Works  in  Port  Street.  This 
place  has  been  frequently  visited.  There  are  no  complaints. 

Dairies. — There  are  two  cowsheds,  two  milkshops, 
and  seven  purveyors  of  milk  from  vans  registered  in  the 
Burgh.  These  have  been  regularly  inspected.  There 
were  no  contraventions  noted. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — These  number  72.  They 
have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  have  given  no  cause  for 
complaint. 
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BURGH  OF  SANQUHAR. 

Area,  349  acres. 

Population. — At  the  Census  in  1921  this  was  1700 
(males  851,  females  S49).  The  estimated  population  for 
1925  was  1743. 

Births. — 45  were  registered  during  the  j’ear  and  one 
transferred  out,  leaving  a total  of  44  (males  25,  females  19). 
This  is  equal  to  a birth-rate  of  25-3  per  1000  of  the  popula- 
tion, The  rate  for  the  previous  year  was  21-4.  The 
average  for  the  three  previous  decades  was  : — 


1891-1900  

26-7 

1901-1910  

25-0 

1911-1920  

24-9 

No  illegitimate  births 

were  reported. 

Deaths. — The  number  registered  was  19.  Corrected 
for  transfers,  in  and  out,  it  was  22  (males  13,  females  9). 
The  death-rate,  corrected  for  transfers  and  adjusted  for 
age  and  sex  distribution,  was  12-3  per  1000  of  the  popula- 
tion. That  for  1924  was  10-4.  The  averages  for  the 
three  last  decades  were  : — 

1891-1900  

17-01S 

1901-1910  

1STSS 

1911-1920  

14-703 

The  deaths  from  various  causes  are  shown  in  age- 
groups  in  the  following  table  : — 
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BURGH  OF  SANQUHAR.— DEATHS  IN  l»23. 


Cause  or  Death. 
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Deaths  of  children  under  one  year  were  three.  The 
infantile  mortality-rate,  calculated  per  1000  births  is 
thus  GS.  That  for  1924  was  114,  and  the  average  for’the 

decade  1911-1920  was  88  • 
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Infectious  Diseases. — The  notifications  received  were 
eleven — five  cases  of  Scarlatina,  one  of  Erysipelas,  two  of 
Acute  Pneumonia,  and  three  of  Tuberculosis  (Pulmonary). 

Four  of  the  Scarlatinal  cases  were  removed  to  Thorn- 
hill Hospital  and  one  isolated  at  home.  All  made  good 
recoveries. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Smallpox.  The  Registrar 
reports  11  Objections  to  Vaccination. 

The  following  table,  showing  infectious  diseases 
arranged  in  age-groups,  is  summarised  from  that  furnished 
to  the  Board  of  Health  : — 


BURGH  OF  SANQUHAR. 


30 


a 

H 


a 

o 

E 

b 

o 


o 

>-« 

Q 

a 


O 

H 


H 

O 

£ 

K 

s 

< 

K 

W 


K 

P 

C 


h 

Z 


fen 

C 


c 

«! 

O 


« C j . i. 

2 ^ © a 

-®  C > K 

O c o o 


££ 


3 


-c 

C 

OO'l 

E - 

£ 


o 


— ® 

c£ 
<s  <£ 
»o  £ 
CO  C- 


t:  {§ 

§ s 

kO  'U 

^ c 


° 

1" 

» Q 

40  T3 
CM  c 


— *o 

't?  CM 
40  -O 

— c 


c 

p 


_ ^ 
S-  © 

tf  -o 

— c 


C ' 

D 


c c 
*»  tx 
< < 


K 

co 

< 

H 

CO 


CM 


lO  *-  CM  CC 


c 

c 

X. 


o. 

c 


a. 


C 

C 

C 

E 

o 

c 

p- 

c 


c 

< 


cr. 

‘7 

c 


o 

u 
- C 

•g 


c 

c 

c 


E 


CO 


40 


CM 


CM 


Total 


31 


Housing. — .At  the  enumeration  in  192">  the  number  of 
inhabited  houses  was  409.  Twenty-six  of  the  houses  were 
of  one  room.  Of  these,  six  had  one  inmate  each,  three 
had  two  inmates,  six  had  three  inmates,  eight  had  four 
inmates,  one  had  five,  one  six,  and  one  seven  inmates. 
The  average  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  one-roomed 
houses  was  thus  3 per  room. 

Of  1S7  two-roomed  houses,  twenty-four  had  seven 
inmates  each,  fourteen  had  eight  inmates,  three  had  nine, 
and  two  had  ton  inmates  each.  The  average  number  of 
inhabitants  in  the  two-roomed  houses  was  4-S  per  room. 

These  figures  indicate  a serious  degree  of  overcrowding. 
377  persons  in  one  and  two-roomed  houses  were  living  in 
overcrowded  conditions.  This  equals  over  3S  per  cent, 
of  the  population  living  in  one  or  two-roomed  houses,  and 
over  21  per  cent,  of  the  total  population. 

Plans  for  three  new  dwelling-houses  and  for  alterations 
on  four  existing  houses  were  passed  by  the  Dean  of  Guild 
Court. 

The  Common  Lodging-house  has  been  conducted  in 
a satisfactory  way. 


The  Water  Supply  continues  satisfactory.  No  com- 
plaints have  been  received.  The  results  of  the  quarterly 
analyses  will  be  found  in  the  Laboratory  Deport. 

Sewage  Works. — The  question  of  bringing  the  existing 
sewage  works  up-to-date  and  providing  biological  treat- 
ment for  the  whole  of  the  burgh  sewage  is,  at  present,  under 
consideration  by  the  Council.  As  noted  on  page  17  the 
effluent  from  the  Creamery  has  frequently  been  found 
unsatisfactory. 

Slaughter-house. — This  lias  been  found  in  good  order 
when  visited.  It  is  not  possible,  however,  to  arrange  that 
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a meat  inspector  can  be  present  at  slaughterings  except 
on  rare  occasions. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  Creamery  has  been  found 
well  conducted,  except  in  regard  to  tlie  effluent  from  its 
contact  bed.  The  other  dairies  registered  are  two.  Both 
are  well  conducted. 

Workshops. — Xo  contravention  of  the  Factory  or 
Workshops  Act  has  been  detected.  Xo  complaints  have 
been  received. 
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BURGH  OF  LOCKERBIE. 


Area,  453  acres. 

Population. — The  population  at  the  Census  of  1921 
was  2344  (male  1041,  female  1303).  The  estimated  popula- 
tion in  1925  was  2259. 


Births. — The  births  registered  during  the  year  were 
50.  Corrected  for  transfers,  in  and  out,  the  number  is  49 
(29  male.  20  female).  The  birth-rate  was  2T7  j:>er  1000' 
living.  One  birth  was  illegitimate,  representing  2 per  cent, 
of  the  total  births. 


The  birth-rate  for  the  previous  year  was  15’4.  The 
average  rates  for  the  three  last  decades  have  been  : — 


1891-1900  

26-7 

1901-1910  

°l-3 

1911-1920  

20-4 

Deaths. — The  number  of  deaths  registered  was  33. 
The  number,  corrected  for  transfers,  in  and  out.  is  38. 
This,  corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution,  gives  a death- 
rate  of  15-3  per  1000  living.  The  equivalent  rate  for  the 
previous  year  was  17-2.  The  average  rates  for  the  three 
last  decades  have  been  : — 

1891-1900  

.....  150 

1901-1910  

..  14-4 

1911-1920  

14-9 

The  causes  of  death,  classified 
shown  in  the  following  table  : — 

in  age-periods,  are 

s 
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BURGH  OF  LOCKERBIE.— DEATHS  IN  192;». 
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Infantile  Mortality.  - Deaths  of  children  under  one  year 
were  4.  This  is  equivalent  to  an  infantile  mortality- 
rate  of  SO  per  1000  births.  This  rate  in  the  previous  year 
was  81.  In  1923  it  was  67, 


Infectious  Diseases.— Fifteen  cases  of  Scarlatina,  four 
of  Diphtheria,  seven  of  Pneumonia,  and  four  of  Tube: 
were  notified,  making  a total  of  thirty. 

Scarlatina  was  more  prevalent  in  the  latter  half  of  the 
year,  only  three  cases  having  occurred  in  the  first  si* 
months,  in  addition  to  one  suspicious  ease  which  was 
isolated  on  admission  to  Hospital  and  eventually  proved  to 
be  Measles.  Three  cases  occurred  during  the  third  quarter 
of  the  year.  Cases  were  more  frequent  thereafter,  four 
occurring  in  October,  three  in  November,  and  one  in  Decem- 
ber. Amongst  these,  four  were  members  of  one  famil}-,  to 
which  a child  had  returned  a few  days  previously  after  de- 
tention in  Hospital  for  suspected  Diphtheria.  Apart  from 
the  farnilj^  outbreak  after  its  return  there  was  no  sufficient 
evidence  that  it  had  suffered  from  Scarlatina  when  in 
Hospital,  and  in  view  of  the  fact  that  infection  was  present 
in  the  Burgh  before  that  date  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether 
it  were  causative  or  not.  All  the  cases  of  Scarlatina  were 
treated  in  Hospital,  and  all  made  good  recoveries. 

Four  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  in  April,  Maj*, 
August,  and  September.  Onty  two  shewed  the  presence  of 
the  Diphtheria  Bacillus.  All  were  removed  to  Hospital, 
and  made  good  recoveries. 

Three  of  the  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  of  the  Pulmonary 
and  one  of  the  Non-pulmonary  type.  One  of  the  Pul- 
monary cases  was  removed  to  Sanatorium. 

There  were  no  eases  of  Smallpox.  The  Registrar 
reported  S Objections  to  Vaccination. 

The  figures  in  the  following  table  are  abstracted  from 
the  return  furnished  to  the  Board  of  Health  :■ — 


;ctioits  Disease  Notified  to  the  Medical  Officer 
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removed  for  observation,  which  proved  to  be  Measles. 
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Housing. — The  number  of  occupied  h . . the 

Burgh  at  the  enumeration  in  1925  was  647. 

Of  these,  23  were  houses  of  one-room.  - • f 

had  one  inmate  each,  two  had  three  inma  1 1 

three  inmates,  four  had  four  inmates,  five  hac  v - i:.:::  . - 
six  had  three,  and  one  eight  inmates.  The  ;• 
one-roomed  houses  to  the  total  number  wa-  7 5.  T7-? 

average  number  of  persons  per  room  was  3-2. 

There  were  140  two-roomed  houses  h*.  *.  .j 
Eighteen  had  one  inmate  each,  twenty-two  had  • • nn.  ircs, 

thirty  had  three  inmates,  twenty-two  had  f*  * :nm~.:  - 
nineteen  had  five  inmates,  seven  had  six  inma  . eh  vn 
had  seven  inmates,  seven  had  eight  inmates,  -are  ; i 
nine,  and  one  had  twelve.  The  average  nuir. v?  per-ns 
per  room  was  1-9. 

Plans  for  four  new  dwelling-houses  and  ;>.<*  rat:  n> 
on  nine  were  passed  by  the  Dean  of  Guild  Cor.— 

Common  Lodging-house.— This  continues  v.  be  well 
conducted.  No  complaints  regarding  it  w received 
during  the  year. 

Water  Supply. — This  continues  satisfae*  Xo 

complaints  were  received  regarding  its  qua..  Some 

discolouration,  following  heavy  rain,  was  no:  b on  two 
occasions. 

Sewage  Works. — The  sprinklers  were  overr.u  ■ : during 

the  year  and  mechanical  defects  remedied.  70  cubic 
3Tards  of  sludge  were  removed  from  the  grit  ' i ambers, 
mixed  with  slaughter-house  refuse,  and  sold  as  manure. 

Nuisances. — Four  intimations  were  issu'd  dor  the 
Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act.  1897,  Section  i‘,f.  The 
necessar}-  remedial  works  were  undertaken. 

Fifteen  minor  nuisances  were  abated  on  verbal 
intimation  being  made  to  the  parties  concerned. 


»•  ♦* 
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Slaughter-house. — This  continues  to  bo  well  conducted. 
Twenty-two  seizures  of  meat  were  made  during  the  year. 

There  are  two  registered  Dairies,  which,  have  been 
regularly  inspected^  and  found  well  conducted.  The 
Creamery  is  licensed  to  sell  pasteurised  milk. 

The  Workshops  on  the  register  have  been  visited  on 
thirty-five  occasions.  One  workshop  has  been  condemned, 
and  plans  for  a new  structure  are  being  prepared. 
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BURGH  OF  MOFFAT. 


Area,  305  acres. 

Population. — At  the  Census  of  1921  this  was  2426 
(male  1087,  female  1339).  The  estimate  for  1925  was  2516. 


Births. — The  births  registered  were  30.  Corrected  for 
transfers,  in  and  out,  the  number  is  27  (1C  male,  11  female). 
This  is  equivalent  to  a birth-rate  of  10-7  per  1000  living. 
Three  births  were  illegitimate,  representing  1 1 per  cent, 
of  the  total  births. 

The  birth-rate  in  the  previous  year  was  13-6.  The 
averages  for  the  three  last  decades  were  : — 


1891-1900  18-5 

1901-1910 15-7 

1911-1920  16-3 


Deaths. — The  deaths  registered  were  29.  Corrected 
for  transfers,  in  and  out.  the  number  of  deaths  is  33  (12 
male,  21  female).  This,  adjusted  for  age  and  sex-distri- 
bution. gives  a death-rate  of  10-7  per  1000.  In  the 
previous  year  this  was  12-2.  The  averages  for  the  three 
last  decades  have  been  : — 

1891-1900  15-7 

1901-1910 .....  .....  12-0 

1911-1920  .....  13-9 

The  classification  according  to  cause  and  age-groups 
is  given  in  the  following  table  : — 
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BURGH  OF  MOFFAT.— DEATHS  IN  1925. 


Cause  of  Death. 


Enteric  Fever 
Typhus  Fever 
Smallpox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping-cough  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Influenza  . 

Encephalitis  Lethargic  a 
Cerebro-spinnl  Meningitis 
Other  Epidemic  Diseases 
Pulmonary  Phthisis 
Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Malignant  Tumours 
Rheumatic  Fever  . 

Meningitis  not  C.S.  or  Tub.)  . 
Apoplexy  . 
deart  Disease 
diseases  of  Arteries 
Bronchitis  .... 
pneumonia  (all  forms  i 
Dtheir  Respiratory  Diseases 
Enteritis  (under  2 years) 

Append  ictis 

-iver Diseases  ( not  Malignant) 
^ephritis  Bright's  Disease;  . ’ 
Juerperal  Sepsis  . . | 

*'her  Diseases  and  Accidental 
of  Pregnancy,  & e.  . 
ceases  of  Early  Infancy  and 
. Malformations  . . j 

uicide 

iolcncc  (excluding  Suicide  i . 1 
‘'ncr  Defined  Diseases  . 
‘'•Defined  Diseases 


Total 


: 

1 0—  1 5—  25—  35—  45-  55—  65- 


75-85- 


R ate  5 
per  1000 


1-58 


•794 


1- 510 

2- 77 
•7«J4 
•704 


■397 

■397 

•397 


•307 
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5 ... 


POO  J 


33 


2 1 2 ...  I, 


3!  10 


10-7 


There  was  one  death  of  a child  under  one  year  of  age. 
This  is  equivalent  to  an  infantile  mortality-rate  of  .37 
(calculated  per  1000  births).  Jn  the  previotjs  year  it  was 
71.  Such  wide  variations  are  of  little  significance  in  view 
of  the  small  total  numbers  involved. 
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Infectious  Diseases.— -The  notifications  received  '•'•ere 
43,  and  comprised  fifteen  Scarlatina,  fourteen  Diphtheria, 
two  Erysipelas,  one  Puerperal  Fever,  and  eleven  Tuber- 
culosis (ten  Pulmonary,  one  Xon-Pulmonary). 

The  Scarlatinal  cases  were  distributed  throughout 
the  year,  the  disease  never  attaining  epidemic  proportions 
in  any  month.  It  was  generally  of  a mild  type  which  is 
often  associated  with  prolonged  prevalence  on  account  of 
the  ease  with  which  slight  cases  are  overlooked.  All  the 
cases  were  removed  to  Lochmaben  Hospital. 

Diphtheria  was  most  prevalent  during  April,  ten  of 
the  eases  occurring  during  that  month.  Although  there 
was  no  reason  to  suppose  that  the  outbreak  was  milk- 
spread,  two  dairies  from  which  the  majority  of  the  patients 
got  their  supplies  were  visited,  the  employees  examined, 
and  bacteriological  tests  made.  Xo  source  of  infection 
was  found  at  either  place.  All  the  cases  of  Diphtheria 

were  removed  to  Hospital.  One,  that  of  a woman  of  55, 

ended  fatally. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Smallpox.  The  Registrar 
reports  no  Objections  to  Vaccination. 

The  figures  in  the  following  table  are  extracted  from 
that  furnished  to  the  Board  of  Health  : — 


BURGH  OF  MOFFAT. 
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Total 


43 


Housing.-^-The  enumeration  of  1925  showed  that 
there  were  568  occupied  houses  within  the  burgh. 

Two  of  these  were  one-roomed  houses,  with  one  and 
four  inmates  respectively. 

There  were  97  two-roomed  houses  with  a total  of  277 
inmates,  that  is,  an  average  of  1-4  inmates  per  room.  One 
two-roomed  house  had  seven  inmates. 

The  Council  are  considering  the  erection  of  27  new 
houses,  for  which  plans  have  been  submitted. 

Water  Supply. — The  supply  is  reported  to  have  been 
well  maintained  throughout  the  year.  The  Council  are 
at  present  considering  a report  on  the  whole  question  of 
water  supply  to  the  Burgh. 

Sewage  Works. — These  works  consist  of  septic  tanks 
and  filter  beds.  The  latter  are  designed  to  act  automati- 
cally, but  their  working  has  not  been  satisfactory.  The 
quality  of  the  effluent  as  it  reaches  the  river  Annan  leaves 
much  to  be  desired.  The  Council  propose  to  obtain  a 
report  from  an  expert  engineer  as  to  the  measures  to  be 
taken  in  order  to  produce  a satisfactory  effluent. 

Nuisances. — Ten  complaints  were  received,  and  seven- 
teen nuisances,*  mostly  of  a minor  nature,  were  dealt 
with  during  the  year.  In  no  case  was  a notice  under 
Section  20  of  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act.  1897. 
required.  A piggery  situated  in  Church  .Street  was  the 
subject  of  one  complaint.  Tt  is  now  being  rebuilt,  and  a 
new  drainage  system  provided. 

Slaughter-house. — This  continues  veil  conducted.  No 
seizures  of  unsound  meat  were  necessary  during  the  year. 

Milkshops. — There  is  one  milkshop,  which  has  been 
regularly  visited  and  found  in  good  order.  A new  milk 
store  and  bottling-house  have  been  erected  at  these  premises 
during  the  year. 

Bakehouses  and  Workshops. — These  have  been  regu- 
larly visited,  and  found  satisfactory. 


BURGH  OF  LANGHOLM. 


Area,  204  acres. 


Population.— At  the  Census  of  1021  this  was  2655 
(1 151  male.  1504  female).  The  estimate  for  1925  was  2501. 


Eirths. — The  births  registered  in  the  burgh  were  30. 
Adjusted  for  transfers,  in  and  out,  the  figure  is  27  (14  male, 
13  female).  The  birth-rate  was  10-S  per  1000  living. 


That  for  the  previous  year  was  13-7.  The  averages  for 
the  last  three  decades  were  : — 

1891-1900  20  1 

1901-1910  17-9 

1911-1920  15-0 


Two  births  were  illegitimate,  this  being  7-4  of  the 
total. 

Deaths. — The  deaths  registered  were  46.  Corrected 
for  transfers,  in  and  out,  the  number  is  50  (29  male,  21 
female).  The  death-rate  corrected  for  transfers  and 
adjusted  for  age  and  sex-distribution,  was  16-6.  That 
for  the  previous  year  was  18-03.  The  average  rates  for 
the  three  last  decades  have  been  : — 

1891-1900  .....  14-5 

1901-1910 14-8 

1911-1920  15-2 

The  causes  of  death,  arranged  in  age-groups,  are  shown 
in  the  following  table  : — 


45 


BURGH  OF  LANGHOLM. — DEATHS  EN  192'., 


Cad.se  of  Death. 


'Enteric  Fever 
i ! Typhus  Fever 
‘Smallpox 
: Measles' 

Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  . 
j Influenza 


Encephalitis  Lcthargica 
Cerebro -spinal  Meningitis 
' Other  Epidemic  Diseases 
Pulmonary  Phthisis 
Tuberculous  Meningitis  . 
Abdominal  Tuberculosis. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 
Malignant  Tumours 
Rheumatic  Fever  . 

Meningitis  (not  C.S.  or  Tub.) 
Apoplexy 
Heart  Disease 
Diseases  of  Arteries 
Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  fall  forms) 

- Other  Respiratory  Diseases 
Enteritis  funder  2 years) 
Appendicitis 
Liver  Diseases  (not  Malignant 
Nephritis  (Bright’s  Disease) 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  Diseases  and  Accidents' 
of  Pregnancy,  &c.  . • j 

Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and^ 
Malformations 
Suicide  . • • 

Violence  (excluding  Suicide) 
Other  Defined  Diseases  . 
Ill-Defined  Diseases 
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Xo  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  were 
reported.  The  infantile  - mortality  for  1925  is  therefore 
nil.  Since  1921  it  has  varied  from  28  to  197  per  1000 
birt hs.  For  t he  dccado  1 9 1 1-1 920  it  was  63, 
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Infectious  Diseases. — Eight  notifications  were  received. 
They  comprised  'Scarlatina  1.  Diphtheria  1,  Erysipelas  3, 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  2,  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis  1. 

The  Scarlatinal  case  was  isolated  at  home.  The 
Diphtheria  case  was  removed  to  Hospital.  The- Registrar 
intimated  2 Objections  to  Vaccination. 

The  table  below  is  a summary  of  the  return  made  to 
the  Board  of  Health  : — 


BURGH  OF  LANGHOLM 
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Housing. — :Tlic  enumeration  made  in  1925  showed  the 
number  of  occupied  houses  to  be  783. 

Twenty-three  of  these  were  one-roomed  houses. 
Fifteen  had  one  inmate  each,  four  had  two,  and  four  three 
inmates. 

The  two-roomed  houses  numbered  186.  Two  of  these 
had  seven  and  four  had  eight  inmates.  The  average 
number  of  persons  per  room  in  the  two-roomed  houses 
was  1*5. 

Tents  and  Vans. — Seventeen  inspections  were  made  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  found  matters  satisfactory. 

Water  Supply. — This,  which  is  from  springs  on  Terrona, 
was  well  maintained  throughout  the  year.  A number 
of  lead  service  pipes  in  the  High  Street  were  renewed  before 
the  reconstruction  of  the  street  was  begun. 

Sewage  Works. — These  have  continued  to  function 
in  a satisfactory  way.  On  one  occasion  during  the  year 
the  inverted  syphon  choked,  but  this  was  put  right  at  once. 
123  cart-loads  of  sludge  were  removed. 

Slaughter-house.  — There  is  no  municipal  slaughter- 
house. Three  private  slaughter-houses  are  licensed. 
Three  hundred  inspections  were  made  during  the  year. 
No  diseased  meat  was  detected. 

Dairies  and  Milkshops. — Two  dairies  were  added  to 
the  Register  during  the  year,  making  a total  of  six  premises 
— three  byres,  containing  in  all  fourteen  cows,  and  three 
milkshops.  The  conduct  of  these  businesses  has  been 
satisfactory. 

Factories  and  Workshops. — The  number  on  the  Register 
is  28.  There  were  no  complaints  during  the  year,  and  no 
contraventions  were  noted. 


APPENDIX. 
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Notification  of  Births  Acts,  1907  and  1915. 


The  total  number  of  Births  registered  in  the  five 
County  Districts  and  in  the  Burghs  of  Annan,  Sanquhar, 
Lochmaben,  Lockerbie,  Moffat,  and  Langholm  was  1210 
(Districts  956,  Burghs  254).  The  total  number  notified 
was  1265  (Districts  1009,  Burghs  256).  These  notifications 
include  .36  still-births,  which  are  not  registered,  and  25 
transfers  of  infants  from  other  districts. 

Twenty-eight  births  were  transferred  to  areas  out  with 
the  County. 

Two  thousand  six  hundred  and  ninety-three  visits 
were  paid  by  the  two  Health  Visitors  and  the  District 
Nurses,  1929  being  made  by  Health  Visitors  and  764  by 
District  Nurses. 

The  work-  of  visitation  was  divided  as  follows  : — 


First  Visits. 

Other  Visits. 

Total. 

Health  Visitors 

240 

1689 

1929 

District  Nurses. 

Annan 

111 

21 

132 

Lower  Annandale 

110  ' 

32 

142 

Sanquhar  and  Kirkeonnel 

161 

9 

170 

Lockerbie 

21 

42 

• 63 

Thornhill 

51 

51 

Lochmaben 

19 

23 

42 

Canonbie 

19 

4 

23 

Moffat 

37 

8 

45 

Dunscore 

18 

2 

20 

Moniaive 

16 

2 

18 

Pcnpont 

12 

5 

17 

Kirkmiehael 

15 

1 

16 

Dalton  and  Mouswald 

12 

2 

14 

Ruthwell 

8 

3 

11 

Total 


850 


1843 


2693 


.31  infants  died  within  ten  days  of  birth. 

70%  of  the  infants  visited  were  wholly  bn>.>t-f ed. 

3%  of  the  infants  visited  were  partly  breast-fed. 

27%  of  the  infants  visited  were  wholly  bottle-fed. 

The  long-tubed  bottle  was  found  and  condemned  in 
three  instances. 

The  chief  pathological  conditions  noted  were  : — 


Eye  Conditions  (a)  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  5 

(b)  Other  Discharges  20  25 

Bronchitis  and  Colds  ...  17 

Digestive  Disturbance  .....  ......  16 

Skin  and  Scalp  Conditions  .13 

Congenital  Abnormalities  ..  5 

Snuffles  .....  ......  .....  2 

Whooping-cough  .....  1 

Erysipelas  .....  .....  * 1 

Convulsions  . .„  1 

Abscess  1 

Medical  comforts  were  supplied  in  14  cases.  Tr.  one 


instance,  neglect  bv  the  mother  was  reported  to  the  Officer 
of  the  Society  for  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  with 
good  effect. 
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Midwives  (Scotland)  Act.  1915. 


Nine  midwives,  certified  by  the  Central  Midwivcs’ 
Board  for  Scotland,  intimated  their  intention  to  practise 
in  the  Districts  of  Thornhill,  Dumfries,  and  Annan.  They 
were  : — 

In  Thornhill  District — 

Jane  Cardie,  4 Aisne  Street,  Kirkconnel. 

" Mary  Waugh,  Tower  House,  Dunscore. 

In  Dumfries  District — 

Margaret  Callander,  Craigend  Cottage.  Georgetown. 
Jane  Clark.  14  Church  Crescent,  Dumfries. 

Doris  L.  Berry,  District  Nurse,  Kirkmiehacl. 

In  Annan  District — 

Ruth  Evelyn  Cromarty,  26  The  Rand.  Eastriggs. 
Mary  Dunsmoir,  66  Annan  Road,  Gretna. 

Sarah  Ferguson,  E East  9.  Gretna. 

Peggie  Macleod.  Station  Hotel.  Kirkpatrick  - 
Fleming. 

Practically  all  the  certified  mid  wives  act  also  as 
maternity  nurses. 

The  births  attended  by  midwives  during  1925,  and  the 
percentage  of  the  total  births  registered  were  : — 


Total  Attended 

Birth#  by 

District#.  Registered  Midwives.  Percentage* 

Thornhill  330  25  7*6 

Dumfries  157  3 1*9 

Annan  ...  280  45  16*0 


Medical  assistance  was  required  by  midwives  on  six 
occasions — for  Adherent  Placenta  (twice),  Juslo-minor 
Pelvis,  Premature  Birth,  Prolonged  Labour,  and  Retention 
of  Urine. 

No  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  occurred  amongst  patients 
attended  by  midwives. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  OFFICER'S  REPORT. 


The  County  Medical  Officer. 

Sir, 

I have  to  report  that,  during  the  year  ending  31st 
December.  1925,  there  were  notified  from  the  five  Countv 
Districts  and  the  six  Burghs  156  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 
This  exceeds  the  1924  total  by  5. 

These  were  classified  as  under  : — 

Males.  Females.  Total. 
Pulmonary  ..  . 54  56  1 10 

Non -pulmonary  21  25  46 

Total  .....  75  81  156. 

The  Non-pulmonary  cases  comprised  : — 

Tuberculosis  of  Glands  21 

Tuberculosis  of  Bones  and  Joints  15 

Tuberculosis  of  Abdomen  ....  .....  5 

Tuberculosis  of  Brain  ...  . ....  3 

Tuberculosis  of  Larynx  .. . ] 

Tuberculosis  of  Kidneys  . . ..  ....  1 

Total  • ...„  46 

Five  Pulmonary  eases  had  Kon-pulmonary  complica- 
tions. 

The  Quarterly  Incidence  of  Notifications  was: — 

First  45 

•Second  ....  41 

Third  33 

Fourth  - 37 

Total  156 


Cases  .were  notified  from  the  County  Districts  and 
Burghs  as  follows  : — 


Thornhill  District 
Dumfries  District 
Lockerbie  District 
Annan  District 
Langholm  District 
Moffat  Burgh 
Annan  Burgh 
Lockerbie  Burgh 
Langholm  Burgh 
Sanquhar  Burgh 
Lochmaben  Burgh 


Pulmonary. 

31 

19 

16 

14 

3 

10 

s 

3 

2 

3 

1 


Non-pulmonary. 

22 

9 

5 

6 


1 

1 

1 

1 


Total. 

53 

28 

21 

20 

3 
11 

9 

4 
3 
3 
1 


Total 


110  46  156 


The  Age-incidence  was  as  follows  : — 


Under  1 year  1 

1 and  under  5 years  9 

5 and  under  15  years  39 

15  and  under  25  j’ears • 37 

25  and  under  45  years 50 

45  and  under  65  3’ears 1 S 

Over  65  years  2 


Total 

Trade  or  Profession. 


Domestic  Duties  42 

Farm  Workers 10 

Miners  S 

Labourers  6 

Raihvaymen  5 

Clerks  4 

Mill -workers  4 

Hospital  Nurses  2 

Shepherds  ....  2 

Shop  Assistants  2 

Dressmaker  1 


156 


Engineer  1 

Solicitor  * 1 

Butcher 1 

Warehouse  Worker  . ..  1 

Dairyman  1 

Ice-cream  Worker  ....  1 

Insurance  Agent . ' 1 

Tailor  1 

Cycle  Repairer  1 

Message  B,oy  1 

Soldier 1 
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Thirty-six  Mere  school  children.  Others  were  (i.) 
C.R.I.  inmates,  (ii.)  under  school  age,  (iii . ; retired  from 
work,  (iy.)  of  no  occupation. 

After-History. 

30  died  during  the  year. 

15  left  the  County. 

111  survived. 

Of  the  fatal  cases — 

7 died  before  notification. 

13  died  within  1 month  of  notification. 

6 died  from  1 to  3 months  of  notification. 

3 died  from  3 to  6 months  of  notification. 

1 died  6 months  after  notification. 

Treatment. 

(1)  General  Administration  remains  as  previously. 

(2)  Sanatorium -and  Hospital  Treatment — 

27  were  admitted  to  Lochmaben  in  1925. 

12  were  admitted  to  Dumfries  and  Galloway  Royal 
Infirmary. 

2 were  admitted  to  Auclien  Castle. 

1 was  admit tc  d to  Meathop. 

1 was  admitted  to  Cumberland  Infirmary. 

43 

Twenty-three  cases  previously  notified  were  admitted 
or  re-admitted,  making  a total  of  66. 

(3)  Domiciliarj’  Treatment. 

Medicines  were ' provided  for  10S  patients. 
Medical  comforts  were  provided  for  1 1 patients. 
Medical  appliances  were  provided  for  1 patient  (1 
rubber  bed). 

Shelters  were  occupied  by  27  patients. 

I am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


\Y.  S.  I.  ROBERTSON, 

Assistant  Tubtrcutaii  Offtitr. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES  REPORT. 


Laboratory  Examinations. 

These  were  187  in  number,  and  comprised  104  Wasser- 
ruann  tests  and  83  examinations  for  Gonococci. 

Of  these,  07  examinations  were  made  for  patients  at  the 
Kirkbank  Clinic. 

26  were  for  practitioners  in  Dumfries  Burgh. 

40  were  for  practitioners  in  the  rest  of  the  County. 
6 were  for  practitioners  in  Maxwelltown  Burgh. 

13  were  for  practitioners  in  the  rest  of  the  Stewartiy. 
4 were  for  practitioners  in  Wigtownshire. 

15  were  for  the  Dumfries  and  Galloway  Royal 
Infirmary. 

The  rest  were  for  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 
Treatment  of  Patients. 

Thirty-nine  new  cases  attended  for  treatment,  and 
13  old  cases  continued. 

These  made  252  attendances  for  injections. 

Of  the  new  cases,  21  were  Syphilis  and  IS  were  Gonorr- 
hoea. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  doses  of  Salvarsan  Substi- 
tutes were  given  and  43  of  Gonococcal  Vaccine. 

Practitioners  were  supplied  with  10  doses  of 
Salvarsan  Substitutes. 
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Laboratory  Tables  of  Examination  of  Specimens. 


QUARTER  ENDING  MARCH  31st,  1925. 


+ 

- 

Total 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria 

128 

301 

42  » 

Swabs  for  Other  Organisms 

... 

... 

... 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 

16 

90 

10G 

Sputa  for  Other  Organisms 

... 

... 

18 

Blood  for  Wassermanns  ... 

7 

21 

28 

Blood  for  Widals  ... 

... 

... 

Blood  for  Anthrax 

12 

9 

21 

Blood  for  Malaria  ...  ...  ...  ... 

... 

. .. 

... 

Blood  for  Culture  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

... 

... 

... 

^Blood  for  Miscellaneous  Examinations  ... 

... 

... 

I 

Cerebro-Spinnl  Fluid  for  Organisms 

• • • 

3 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fluid  for  Wassermanns  ... 

... 

1 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fluid  for  Other  Examinations  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Examinations  for  Gonococci 

11 

13 

24 

Examinations  for  Spironema  Pallidum  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Pus,  and  Pathological  Fluids 

13 

Faces 

... 

... 

*1 

Urines  ...  ...  ...  ...  .... 

... 

... 

6 

Milk 

... 

8 

Water 

... 

... 

27 

Miscellaneous  Examinations 

... 

... 

2 

Total  ... 

... 

... 

CS9 

Vaccines,  G. 


m 


QUARTER  ENDING  JUNE  30th,  1925. 


+ — Total 


Swabs  for  Diphtheria 
Swabs  for  Other  Organisms 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  

Sputa  for  Other  Organisms 

126 

16 

377 

112 

503 

128 

23 

Blood  for  Wassermanns 

6 

16 

22 

Blood  for  Widals  ... 

2 

7 

9 

Blood  for  Anthrax 

4 

15 

19 

Blood  for  Malaria  ... 
Blood  for  Culture  ... 

Blood  for  Miscellaneous  Examinations  ... 

... 

... 

3 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fluid  for  Organisms 

3 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fluid  for  Wassermanns  ... 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fluid  for  Other  Examinations  ... 

... 

... 

Examinations  for  Gonococci 

14 

13 

27 

Examinations  for  Spironema  Pallidum  ... 

... 

Pus,  and  Pathological  Fluids 

7 

Faces 
Urines  ' 

... 

6 

9 

Milk 

10 

Water  ...  ...  ...  ' 

... 

... 

25 

Miscellaneous  Examinations 

... 

... 

C 

Total  ... 

... 

... 

800 

Vaccines,  1. 

I 
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QUARTER  ENDING  SEPTEMBER  30th,  1925. 


- 

- 

Total 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria 

57 

224 

281 

Swabs  for  Other  Organisms 

• •• 

... 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  Baccilli  ...  . 

21 

59 

80 

Sputa  for  Other  Organisms 

... 

... 

14 

Blood  for  Wassermanns  ... 

7 

10 

17 

Blood  for  Widals  ... 

... 

4 

4 

Blood  for  Anthrax 

i 

11 

12 

Blood  for  Malaria  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Blood  for  Culture  ... 

... 

... 

1 

Blood  for  Miscellaneous  Examinations  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fluid  for  Organisms 

O 

Cerebro -Spinal  Fluid  for  Wassermanns  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fluid  for  Other  Examinations  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Examinations  for  Gonococci 

8 

10 

IS 

Examinations  for  Spironema  Pallidum  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Pus,  and  Pathological  Fluids 

• • • 

• •• 

5 

Fieces 

... 

... 

i 

Urines 

... 

... 

4 

Milk 

11 

Water  ...  ...  ...  

... 

... 

32 

Miscellaneous  Examinations 

... 

1 

Total  ... 

1 

... 

... 

4 S3 

Vaccines,  S. 
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QUARTER  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1925. 


+ 

- 

Total 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Swabs  for  Other  Organisms 

59 

212 

271 

Sputa  for  Tubercle  Bacilli 

16 

88 

104 

Sputa  for  Other  Organisms 

... 

17 

Blood  fur  Wasserinanns  ...  ...  ...  ... 

15 

14 

29 

Blood  for  Widals  ... 

1 

3 

4 

Blood  for  Anthrax 

2 

13 

15 

Blood  for  Malaria  ... 

Blood  for  Culture  ... 

Blood  for  Miscellaneous  Examinations  ... 

• • • * 

• • • 

1 

Cercbro-Spinnl  Fluid  for  Organisms 

... 

... 

1 

Cerebro-.Spinal  Fluid  for  Wassermanns  ... 

... 

... 

. . . 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fluid  for  Other  Examinations  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Examinations  for  Gonococci 

s 

10 

18 

Examinations  for  Spironema  Pallidum  ... 

... 

... 

... 

Pus,  and  Pathological  Fluids 

• • • 

a . • 

6 

Faeces 

... 

... 

1 

Urines 

... 

... 

5 

Milk 

• • • 

... 

23 

Water' 

... 

... 

23 

Miscellaneous  Examinations 

... 

... 

4 

Total  ... 

... 

... 

’ 522 

Vaccines,  4. 


SOURCES  OF  SPECIMENS. 
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